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the plot, and several acts had already been played,
when Bismarck suddenly injected a tragic element.

In 1884, at the time when the German statesman
began to see the vision of a Teutonic world empire
and went about seeking places in the sun? the
German consul in Samoa, by agreement with King
Malietoa, raised the German flag over the royal hut,
with a significance which was all too obvious. In
1886 the American consul countered this move
by proclaiming a United States protectorate. The
German consul then first pressed home a quarrel
with the native king at a time opportunely coin-
ciding with the arrival of a German warship, the
Adler; he subsequently deposed him and put
up Tamasese in his stead. The apparently more
legitimate successor, Mataafa, roused most of
the. population under his leadership. The Adler
steamed about the islands shelling Mataafa vil-
lages, and the American consul steamed after
him, putting his launch between the Adler and the
shore. In the course of these events, on December
18, 1888, Mataafa ambushed a German landing
party and killed fifty of its members.

German public opinion thereupon vociferously
demanded a punishment which would establish the
place of Germany as a colonial power in the Pacific.